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Fernaltl,—Estuarine Variety of Mimulus ringens 



mud at Bangor we got a very charaeteristic extrême of 

ringens L., with greatly shortened internodes, unusually short leaves, 

and peduncles and calices mucli shorter than in the plant of ordinary 

inland shores and meadows. In September, 1931, I saw the saine 

extrême development on several tidal shores of the St. Lawrence front 

ahove the oit y of Québec to several miles helow. The material, closelv 
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matching that front the Penobseot estuary, stands so clearly apart front 
typieal M. ringens th.it I am separating it as 

Mimulus ringens L., var. colpophilus, var. nov., simplex vel sub¬ 


simplex, internodiis 1.5-2.5 cm. longis; 



i 


tblongis subacutis vel 


obtusis plerumque 2.5-5 cm. longis; pedunculis 1-1.7 cm. longis; 
taljci tti. matuits ltt mm. longis.— Quebec: tidal nmd of the St. 
Lawrence below the mouth of Chaudière River, September 15, 1931, 
Fernald, no. 2543 (type in Gray Herb.); and noted in other parts of the 
estuary northeastward to Co. Bellechasse. Maine: tidal mud-fiats of 
the Penobseot, Bangor, September 7, 1910, Fernald Long, no. 14,501. 

In typieal Mimvlns ringens L. and in the Southern var. minthodes 
(Greene) Grant the internodes are usually elongate, the middle and 
upper ones mostly 3-7 cm. long, the principal leaves (except in ob- 
viously dwarfed individuals) 5-13 cm. long, the lowest peduncles 
2-4.5 cm. long and the mature calyx 1.3-2 cm. long. Var. colpophilus 
is not to be confused with var. conge si us Farw. Rep. Mich. Acad. Sei. 
xix. 249 (1917). The type-number of the latter, represented in the 
Gray Herbarium, lias the long and remote acuminate leaves and the 
large calyx ot typieal M. ringens, with peduncles shorter than the 

average.—M. L. Fernald, Grav Herbarium. 


Victorin’s Les Spadigiflores du Québec.’ —Continuing th<* interest- 
ing and valuable séries of monographs which will one day form a comjilete 
Hora of Quebec, Frère Marie-'Victoria lias recently published this new 
contribution on Araecae and Lemnaceae, grouped together as Spadici- 
Jlores. As in the previous monographs, the descriptions bring together 
not only the morphological details necessary for classification, but notes 
on the dérivation of Latin and vernacular naines, palaeobotany, distri¬ 
bution, bio-ecology, pathology, folklore, and other interesting facts about 
the plants considered. Especially interesting is the carefully worked ont 
différentiation between Arisaema triphyllum and A. Stewardsonii. Care¬ 
fully drawn plates bv Frère Alexandre help much to make this clear. In 
fact, the illustrations are uniformly good, and the distribution maps as 
wel 1. Six half-tone plates of different phases in the life of Symplocarpus, 

1 Los Spadiciflores du Quebec. Par Frère Marie-Victorin. 60 pages, 27 figures. 
1031, S.75. (Contrib. Lab. Bot. Univ. Montréal, No. 10.) 
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as “cliché ” by Frère Adrien are very pleasing. The treatraent of tho 
three species of Lemnaceae found in Quebec summarizes what varions 
previous students hâve discovered, as well as Frère Victorin’s own re- 
searches. CarefuI drawings by Frère Réole show ail the details of these 
srnall rétrogradé plants. Although crédit is given to other authorities, a 
brief bibliographyof sourceswould prove helpfultoother students continu- 
ing the study of the group.— Clarence ITinckley Knowi/ton, Hingham, 

Massachusetts. 


Floua of the North Shore of the Gulf of St. Lawrence. 1 —Dr. 
Harrison Lewis, for several years officially engaged in ornithological work 
for the Department of the Interior of Canada, had an unusual opportunity 
to visit many of th(> innumerable islands which fringe the Southern coast 
of the Labrador Peninsula. Happily, his second interest w r as botanical, 
and with an eye for novelties and for problems of local distribution, he 
made extensive collections upon which he now reports. As a supplément 
to the earlier study by St. John (1922) of the same région Lewis’s paper is 
important. The first part discusses in a novel way the factors (decompos- 
ing molluscs, marine salts, etc.) which supply calcareous habitats for local 
colonies of plants in prevailingly acid areas. In the list itself 567 vascular 
plants are enumerated, several of them not previously reported from the 
North Shore, otliers notable range extensions, and a few decidedly thril- 
ling discoveries: Sparganium gloineratum, a Lapland species heretofore of 
only doubtful status in America; Salix simulans, a local endémie; S'. 
paraleuea, heretofore known only from the Southern side of the Gaspè 
Peninsula; Sedtum villosum, discovered by St. John at its first known 
American stations south of Groenland, now found to extend for 42 miles 
along the coast. A number of nomenclatural transfers are made, so that 
tliose who do not hâve access to the Annotated List as it appeared serially 
will need the reprint. Otliers, who wisli merely to keep track of botanical 
exploration in northeastern America will also want the reprint. its 
modest price makes it available to ail.—M. L. F. 

1 Lkwis, Harrison F. An Annotated List of Vascular Plants collected on the North 
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Shore of the Oulf of St. Lawrence , 1927—1030 by Harrison F. Lewis, lieprinted from 
Canadian Field-Naturalist, vol. xlv. Reprint issued by H. (’. Miller, IToNepean St., 
Ottawa, Ont. Price 45c. 

Volume ^4) n °- ^ 0 /, ineluding pages tîf) ta Ùt>, was issued / f \faip 1932. 










